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COVID-19 COMMUNICATION 

April 6, 2020 

 

Dear BTCS Parents, Guardians, Staff, and Community Members, 

Wow, what a difference a month makes. Our classrooms, which are usually full of children actively engaged in 

learning, sit empty. Our teachers are getting more creative than ever before by connecting with students through 

technology and over the phone. Our school nutrition staff members are preparing meals and serving them from buses 

in 15 locations throughout our community, instead of in our seven lively cafeterias. But rest assured, the one thing 

that hasn’t changed through all of this is our spirit! #WeAreBTCS 

This current crisis is a true test of the strength of communities around the world, including right here in Bristol. I am 

overwhelmed, but not at all surprised, by the outpouring of support our school district has received. Thank you! I 

believe that our community and district will come out of this situation even stronger and more united than before. 

I want to thank all our employees for stepping up to serve the children and families of our district. Our instructional 

staff shifted incredibly quickly from business-as-usual in the classroom to providing our students with resources that 

will allow them to continue the learning process at home. Our food service and transportation staff are going above 

and beyond to make sure that children in our community continue to receive breakfast and lunch every weekday and 

even a supply for the weekend with our Friday distribution. Our technology team is helping to connect students and 

teachers for at-home learning and troubleshooting issues as they arise. Our maintenance staff members are 

continuing to perform the essential duties that don’t stop just because students are not in our buildings. Our custodial 

team is working to clean and disinfect every inch of our school buildings. I also don’t want to forget those who lead 

our spring sports and other extra-curricular activities. Thank you for continuing to reach out to your students during 

this difficult period of waiting and wondering. 

During the rare quiet moments I’ve had in the past couple of weeks, I’ve enjoyed a few laughs at some of the posts 

and memes about the experiences parents are having with extended “family time” and helping their kids learn at 

home. Sorry, I won’t be able to get your child transferred out of your class, but it’s totally up to you if you want to give 

them detention or conduct a fire drill to get them outside a while! 

In all seriousness, though, as a parent of two boys, I understand and respect the struggles many parents may be 

experiencing while school is canceled. Even though we can’t be with your children in person, our teachers and leaders 

are standing by, ready to support you in your efforts to continue the learning process. Please tell your children we 

miss them and can’t wait to see them again, and don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher and/or school 

leader if needed.       

We face a lot of uncertainty and change in the coming days and weeks, but I remain committed to keeping you 

informed and our students engaged as we navigate this crisis together. Thank you for being part of what makes 

Bristol Tennessee City Schools who we are. Never forget, #WeAreBTCS, and we will get through this together! 

Sincerely, 

 

Annette Tudor, Ed.D. 

Interim Director of Schools 


